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ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA TO HOLD CONVENTION JULY 9-16 IN ST. LOUIS 

 

Over 10,000 Members to Launch  

Second Century of Sisterhood and Service 

 

Chicago, Illinois – April 28, 2010 - Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority—America's first Greek-letter 

organization founded in 1908 by, and for, African-American college women and one of the 

nation’s leading service organizations—begins it second century of sisterhood and service when 

10,000 members converge upon the St. Louis Convention Center in St. Louis, Missouri from 

July 9-16 for its first conference in its second centennial. International President Barbara A. 

McKinzie will preside over the weeklong event, whose theme is: “Second Time Around.” 

 

A bevy of luminaries from various industries are expected to attend, participate and be honored 

at the conference. Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, president of Liberia and a member of the Sorority is 

among the high-profile leaders who will attend. She will receive the International Service 

Award, the Sorority’s most prestigious honor. The Sorority will also announce a major economic 

development initiative aimed at promoting global economic development for women. 

 

Paralleling McKinzie’s focus on economics, the Sorority will host town hall forums on 

entrepreneurship, wealth building and homeownership—the cornerstone of AKA’s ESP 

program, which stands for Economics Service and Partnerships. 

 

The convention is being held in St. Louis, home of one of AKA’s founders, Ethel Hedgeman 

Lyle. Several activities and commemorations will be held in her honor. 

 

Other highlights of the convention include: 

 

• presentation of a major award to Ephren Taylor, CEO of City Capital Corporation, the 

youngest millionaire of a publicly-traded company; 

 

• presentation of awards to local leaders whose good works and good deeds mirror AKA’s 

service mission. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The conference will also feature a public meeting on Sunday, July 11. The community is invited 

to attend this event. 

 

 ********  

 

Headquartered in Chicago, Illinois, Alpha Kappa Alpha boasts a nucleus of more than 250,000 

women in over 975 chapters in the United States, the Caribbean, Canada, Germany, Korea, Japan 

and in the continent of Africa who are dedicated to service. Barbara A. McKinzie is the 27
th

 

International President. For more information, log on to www.aka1908.com. 
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