


NEW ORLEANS LEADERSHIP CONFERENGE HAILED AS A SUGCESS

ver 3,000 enthusiastic and energetic members of Alpha Kappa

Alpha Sorority converged upon New Orleans from July 16-22 fo

host its Leadership Conference, provide a helping hand to resi-

dents, offer a forum fo discuss the sorority’s business and fo chart
strategy as it prepares for its Centennial in 2008.

Originally scheduled as a Hawaiian cruise, the conference location
was changed as an extension of the sorority’s resolve to support
New Orleans’ economic-revitalization effort in the wake of Hurri-
cane Katrina.

Centennial Supreme Basileus Barbara A. McKinzie declared, "While
there have been signs of economic life in the affermath of Hurricane
Katrina, New Orleans continues to struggle economically. By
hosting our Leadership Conference in New Orleans, Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority did its part to pump some economic life into the.city.”

Soror McKinzie added that Alpha Kappa Alpha‘sipresence parallels
the Sorority’s economic vision thatisiembraced under the theme of
her administration: _ESP;an acronym for Economics, Service and
Partnershipz
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Soror McKinzie stated, “During our stay in New Orleans, Alpha
Kappa Alpha pumped over $5 million into the city by dining at its
restaurants, shopping, and by supporting its convention and
fourism mission. Most of all, we sent a strong message that Alpha
Kappa Alpha is part of New Orleans’ economic solution. Hopefully,
our decision will encourage other organizations o make New
Orleans their city of choice when hosting their special events.”

The series of activities included the International Regional Confer-
ence where sorors from Europe, Africa, Bermuda, the Bahamas, the
US Virgin Islands, Canada, Korea and Japan held business
sessions, workshops, public meetings and implemented communi-
ty projects to further the sorority’s mission of “service to all
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Alpha Kappa Alpha devoted the entire day of July 17 living up to its service credo. Alpha Kappa Alpha sorors joined with the Feed the Children
organization to feed more than 400 New Orleans families. Sorors and officials from the Feed the Children organization unloaded an 18 wheel
fruck filled with essential food for neighborhood residents. Sorors passed out boxes of food fo Orleans Parish residents that have refurned fo their
homes following the devastation of Hurricane Kairina. Sorors assisted elderly residents carry and transport boxes to their homes while others
passed outf the much needed food boxes fo young boys and girls eager fo bring home food to their families. Orleans Parish residents expressed
words of thankfulness and appreciation to Alpha Kappa Alpha and the Feed the Children organization for their time, efforfs, and confributions fo
the Orleans Parish area.

The highlight of the day was the donation of a Habitat for Humanity house to a Katina and Raynard Willis and their six children in Gulfport, Mis-
sissippi. Directorate members and other sorors made the frip to Gulfport fo assist with the dedication and gift giving ceremony to the Willis
family, which was uprooted by Hurricane Katrina. Sorors from Theta Zeta Omega in Long Beach, and Upsilon Chi Omega in Gulfport and as
well as local officials welcomed the guests. Soror McKinzie nofed that several sorors from the affected region also lost their homes in the hur-
ricane, yet fook time out to help with rebuilding efforts. Four of the six Willis children were on hand for the dedication. Speaking for the family,
Katina Willis said they were thankful for the generous gifts.
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The day culminated with the newly built Habitat for Humanity home for New Orleans resident, Lugenia “Geni” Raphell and her mother.
Uprooted almost fwo years ago during the destruction of Hurricane Katrina, Lugenia Raphell was filled with joy, hope, and a sense of new
beginning, as Centennial Supreme Basileus, Barbara A. McKinzie handed her the keys to her new home. This historic moment represented
a milestone for Alpha Kappa Alpha and the New Orleans area Habitat for Humanity. On this day, the sorority became the first Greek-lettered
organization fo sponsor a Habitat for Humanity home in New Orleans. The dedication was also aftended by sorors in their pink and green

work gear, officials from the New Orleans area Habitat for Humanity, and officials from Genworth Financial, the parinering sponsor in this
historic effort.

The Leadership Conference also included five days of intensive instruction by experts on how fo be a leader, how to better serve the sorority
and how to equip members with the tools and knowledge to help them serve their communities more effectively.

During the conference, Alpha Kappa Alpha presented awards fo State Senator and lllinois Senate President Emil Jones, Jr., and John Tyson,

CEO of Tyson Foods. Both have sponsored initiafives that support Alpha Kappa Alpha’s service platforms and are considered examples of
“leadership excellence.”
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